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Washington,D.C.,October " 


Dear lir. Secretary: 


~ I was asked to send to you, for your information: 
ΠΈΣΩ 
. ne 
a copy of a lessage addressed on Cctober 25 by the+ 
Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the USSK 
- ii...fhrushchev to President Kennecy. The Message was 
. “τα 

delivered to the United States Embassy in Moscow 
Uctober 26. .- 

j 


Sincer2ly yours, 


Anatoly δ, Dobrynin 
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Dear Mr. President: 

I have received your letter of October 25. From your letter I got the 
feeling that you have some understanding of the situation which has developed 
and a sense of responsibility. I appreciate this. 

By now we have already publicly exchanged our assessments of the events 
around Cuba and each of us has set forth his explanation and his interpreta- 
tion of these events. Therefore, I would think that, evidently, continuing 
to exchange opinions at such a distance, even in the form of secret letters, 
would probably not add anything to what one side has already said to the 
other. 

I think you will understand me correctly if you are really concerned 
for the welfare of the world. Everyone needs peace: both capitalists, if 
they have not lost their reason, and 21} the more, communists--people who 
know how to value not only their own lives but, above all else, the life of 
nations. We communists are against any wars between states at all, and 
have been defending the cause of peace ever since we came into the worid. 

We have always regarded war as a calamity, not as a game or a means for 
achieving particular purposes, much less as a goal in itself. Our goals . 
are clear, and the means of achieving them is work. War is our enemy and a 
calamity for all nations. | 

This is how we Soviet people, and together with us, other peoples as 
well, interpret questions of war and peace. I can say this with assurance 
at least for the peoples of the Socialist countries, as well as for all 


progressive people who want peace, happiness, and friendship among nations. 


His Excellency 
John Kennady, 
President of the United States of America 


(Embossed Seal of the USSR) - 
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I can see, Mr. President, that you also are not without a Sense of 
anxiety for the fate of the world, not without an understanding and correct 
assessment of the nature of modern warfare and what war entails. What 
good would a war do you? You threaten us with war. But you well know 
that the very least you would get in response would be what you had given 
Us; you would svffer the same Consequences. And thet mst be Clear to us-- 
people invested with authority, trust and responsibility. We mst not 
succumb to light-headedness and petty passions, regardless of whether 
elections are forthcoming in one country or another. These are all 
transitory things, but should war indeed break out, it would not be in 
our power to contain or stop it, for such is the logic of war. TI have 
taken part in two wars, and I know that war ends only when it has rolled 
through cities and villages, sowing death and destruction everywhere. 

I assure you on behalf of the Soviet Government and thé Soviet people - 
that your arguments regarding offensive weapons in Cuba are utterly unfounded, 
From what you have written me it is obvious that our interpretations on this 
point are different, or rather that we have different definitions for one 
type of military means or another. And indeed, the same types of armaments 
may in actuality have different interpretations, 

You are a military man, and I hope you will understand me. Let us 
take a simple cannon for instance. What kind of 8 weapon is it--offensive 
or defensive? A cannon is a defensive weapon if it is set up to defend 
boundaries or a fortified area. But when artillery is concentrated and 
supplemented by an appropriate number of troops, then the same cannon will 
have become an offensive weapon, since they prepare and clear the way for 
infantry to advance. The same is true for nuclear missile Weapons, for ‘any 
type of these weapons. 

You are mistaken if you think that any of our armaments in Cuba are 
offensive, However, let us not aryme at this point. Evidently, I shall 


not be able to convince you. But I tell you: You, Mr. President, are a 


military man and you mst understand: 


How can you possibly launch an: aftamss.— 
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even if you have an enormous number of missiles of various ranges and 
power on your territory, using these weapons alone? These missiles are a 
means of annihilation and destruction, But it is impossible to launch an 
offensive by means of these missiles, even nuclear missiles of 100 megaton 
yield, because it is only people--troops--who can advance. Without people 
any weapons, whatever their power, cannot be offensive, 

How can you, therefore, give this completely wrong interpretation, 
which you are now giving, that Some weapons in Cuba are offensive as you 
say? All weapons there--and I assure you of this--are of a defensive nature; 
they are in Cuba solely for purposes of defense, and we have sent them to 
Cuba at the request of the Cuban Government, And you say that they are 
offensive weapons. 

But, Mr. President, do you really seriously think that Cuba could 
launch an offensive upon the United States and that even we, together with 
Cuba, could advance against you from Cuban territory? Do you really think 
so? He. wan that be? We do not understand. Surely, there has not been 
any sucn new development in military Strategy that would lead one to believe 
that it is possible to advance that wey. And I mean advance, not destroy; 
for those who destroy are barbarians, people who have lost their sanity, 

1 hold that you have no grounds to think So. You may regard us with 
distrust, but you can at any rate rest assured that we are of sound mind 
and understand perfectly well that if we launch an offensive against you, 
you will respond in kind. But you too will get in response whatevervyou 
throw at us. And I think you understand that too. It is our discussion in 
Vienna that gives me the right to speak this way. 

This indicates that we are sane people, that we understand and assess 
the situation correctly. How could we, then, allow [ourselves] the wrong 
actions which you ascribe to us? Only lunaties or suicides, who themselves 
want to perish and before they die destroy the world, could do this. But i. 


we want to live and by no means do we want to destroy your country. We 


want something quite different: to compete with "ΝΕ on - 
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they are in Cuba solely for purposes of defense, and we have sent them to 
Cuba at the request of the Cuban Government. And you say that they are 
offensive weapons. 

But, Mr. President, do you really seriously think that Cuba could 
launch an offensive upon the United States and that even we, together with 
Cuba, could advance against you from Cuban territory? Do you really think 
so? How can that be? We do not understand, Surely, there has not been 
eny such new development in military Strategy that would lead One to believe 
that it is possible to advance that way. And I mean advance, not destroy; 
for those who destroy are barbarians, people who have lost their sanity. 

I hold that you have no grounds to think so. You may regard us with 
distrust, but you can at any rate rest assured that we are of’ sound mind 
and understand Perfectly well that if we launch an offensive against you, 
you will respond in kind, But you too will get in response whatevervyou 
throw at us. And I think you understand that too. It is ovr discussion in 
Vienna that gives me the right to speak this way, 

This indicates that we are sane people, that we understand and assess 
the situation correctly. How could we, then, allow [ourselves] the wrong 
actions which you ascribe to us? Only lunatics or suicides, who themselves 
want to perish and before they die destroy the world, Could do this. But 
we want to live and by no means do we want to destroy your country. We 


want something quite different: to compete with your country in a peaceful 
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endeavor. We argue with you; we have differences on ideological questions. 
But our concept of the world is that questions of ideology, as well as 
economic probleris, should be settled by other than military means; they 

᾿ mast be solved in peaceful contest, or as this is interpreted in capitalist 
society--by competition. Our premise has been and remains that peaceful 
coexistence of two different sociopolitical systems--a reality of our world-= 
is essential, and that it is essential to ensure lasting peace. These are 
the principles to which we adhere. 

You have now declared piratical measures, the kind that were practiced 
in the Middle Ages when ships passing through international waters were 
attacked, and you have called this a "quarantine" around Cubs. Our vessels 
will probably soon enter the zone patrolled by your Navy. I assure you that 
the vessels which are now headed for Cuba are carrying the most innocuous 
peaceful cargoes. Do you really think that all we spend our time on is 
transporting so-called offensiva Weapons, atomic and hydrogen bonds? Even 
though your military people may possibly imagine that these are some special 
kind of weapons, I assure you that they are the most ordinary kind of ‘peace- 
ful goods. 

Therefore, Mr. President, let us show good sense. I; assure you that 
the ships bound for Cuba are carrying no armaments at all. | The armaments 
needed for the defense of Cuba are dready there. I do not mean to say that 
there have been no shipments of armaments at all. No, there were such ship- 
ments. But now Cuba has already obtained the necessary weapons for defense. 

I do not know whether you can understand me and believe me. But I 
wish you would believe yourself and agree that one should not give way to 
one's passions; that one should be master of them. And what direction are 
events taking now? If you begin stopping vessels it would be piracy, as 
you yourself know. If we should start doing this to your ships you would 
be just as indignant as we and the whole world are now indignant. Such 


actions cannot be interpreted otherwise, because lawlessness cannot be 


legalized. Were this allowed to happen then there. would be πὸ. 


would there be peaceful coexistence. Then we would be forced to take the 


necessary measures of a defensive nature which would: protect our interests 
in accordance with international law. Why do this? What would it all lead 
to? 

Let us normalize relations. We have received an appeal from U Thant, 
Acting Secretary General of the U.N., containing his proposals. I have 
already answered him. His proposals are to the effect that our side not 
ship any armaments to Cuba for a certain period of time while negotiations 
are being conducted--and we are prepared to enter into such negotiations~- 
and the other side note P any piratical action against vessels navigating 
on the high seas. I consider these proposals reasonable. This would be a 
way out of the situation which has evolved that would give nations a chance 
to breathe easily. 

You asked what happened, what prompted weapons to be supplied to Cuba? 
You spoke of this to our Minister of Foreign Affairs. I will tell you 
frankly, Mr. President, what prompted it. 

We were very grieved by the fact--I spoke of this in Vienna--that ἃ 
landing was effected and an attack made on Cuba, as a result of which many 
Cubans were killed. You yourself told me then that this had been a mistake. 
I regarded that explanation with respect. You repeated it to me several 
times, hinting that noteveryone occupying a high position would acknowledge 
his mistakes as you did. I appreciate such frankness. For my part I told 
you that we too possess no less courage; we have also acknowledged the 
‘mistakes which have been made in the history of our state, and have not 
only acknowledged them but have sharply condemned them. 

While you really are concerned for peace and for the welfare of your 
people--and this is your duty as President~--I, as Chairman of the Council 
of Ministers, am concerned for my people. Furthermore, the preservation of 
universal peace should be our joint concern, since if war broke out under 
modern conditions, it would not be just a war between the Soviet Union and 
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~ Why have we undertaken to render such military and economic aid to 
Cuba? The answer 18: we have done so only out of humanitarian considerations. 
At one time our people accomplished its own revolution, when Russia was still 
a backward country. Then we were attacked. We were the target of attack by 
many countries. The United States took part in that affair. This has been 
documented by the participants in aggression against our country. An entire 
book has been written on this by General Graves, who commanded the American 
Expeditionary Force at that time. Graves entitled it American Adventure in 
Siberia. 

We knew how difficult it is to accomplish a revolution and how difficult 
it is to rebuild a country on new principles. We sincerely sympathize with 
Cuva and the Cuban people. But we do not interfere in questions of internal 
organization; we are not interfering in their affairs. The Soviet Union 
wants to help the Cubans build their life, as they themselves desire, so 
that others would leave them alone. 

You said once that the United States is not preparing an invasion. But 
you have also declared that you sympathize with the Cuban counterrevolutionary 
emigrants, support them, and will help them in carrying out their plans 
against the present government of Cuba. Nor is it any secret to anyone 
that the constant threat of armed attack and ageression has hung and continues 
to hang over Cuba. It is only this that has prompted us to respond to the 
request of the Cuban Government to extend it our aid in strengthening the 
defense capability of that country. 

If the President and Government of the United States would give their 
assurances that the United States would itself not tske part in an attack 
upon Cuba and would restrain others from such action; if you recall your 
Navy--this would immediately change everything. I do not speak for Fidel 
Castro, but I. think that he and the Government of Cuba would, probably, 
announce a demobilization and would call upon the people to commence peace- 
ful work. Then the question of armanants would also be obviated, because 


when there is no threat, armaments are only a burden for any people. This 
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would also change the approach to the question of destroying not only the 
armaments which you call offensive, but of every other kind of armament. 

I have spoken on behalf of the Soviet Government at the United Nations 
and introduced a proposal to dishand all armies and to destroy all weapons. 
How then can I stake my claims on these weapons now? | 

Armaments bring only disasters. Accumlating them damages the economy, 
and putting them to use would destroy Feople on both sides. Therefore, 
only a madman can believe that armaments are the principal means in the. 
life of society. No, they are a forced waste of human energy, spent, more- 
over, on the destruction of man himself. If people do not display wisdom, 
they will eventually reach the point where they will clash, like blind moles, 
and then mutual annihilation will commence. 

Let us therefore display statesmanlike wisdom, I propose: we, for 
our part, will declare that our ships bound for Cuba are not carrying any 
armaments, You will declare that the United States will not invade Cuba 
with its tropps and will not support any other forces which might intend to 
invade Cuba. Then the necessity for the presence of our military specialists 
in Cuba will be obviated. 

Mr. President, I appeal to you to weigh carefully whet ‘the aggressive, 
piratical actions which you have announced the United States intends to 
carry out in international waters’ would lead to. You yourself know that a 
sensible person simply cannot agree to this, cannot recognize your right 
fo such action. 

If you have done this as the first step towards unleashing war~-well 
then--evidently nothing remains for us to do but to accept this challenge of 
yours. If you have not lost command of yourself and realize clearly what this 
could lead to, ther, Mr. President, you and I should not now pull on the ends 
of the rope in which you have tied a knot of war, because the harder you and 
I pull, the tighter this knot will become. And a time may come when this 


knot is tied so tight that the person who tied it is no longer capnble of 


᾿ς untying it, and then tha leat wt Ds secs tse venta he Ta Na τος πτ  τσν 


--------- παι aggression against our country. An entire 


book has been written on this by General Graves » who commanded the American 
Expeditionary Force at that time. Graves entitled it American Adventure in 
Siberia. 

We know how difficult it is to accomplish a revolution and how difficult 
it is to rebuild a country on new principles. We sincerely sympathize with 
Cuba and the Cuban people. But we do not interfere in questions of internal 
orrfanization; we are not interfering in their affairs. The Soviet Union 
wants to help the Cubans build their life, as they themselves desire, s0 
thet others would leave them alone. 

You said once that the United States is not Preparing an invasion. But 
you have also declared that you sympathize with the Cuban counterrevolutionary 
emigrants, support them, and will help them in carrying out their plans 
against the present government of Cuba. Nor is it any secret to anyone 
that the constant threat of armed attack and aggression has hung and continues 
to han@ over Cuba, It is only this that has prompted us to respond to the 
request of the Cuban Government to extend it our aid in strengthening the 
defense capability of that country. 

If the President and Government of the United States would give their 
assurances that the United States would itself not take part in an attack 
upon Cuba and would restrain others from such action; if you recall your 
Navy--this would immediately change everything. I do not speak for Fidel 
Castro, but I. think that he and the Governinent of Cuba would, probably, 
announce a demobilization and would call upon the people to commence peace- 
ful work. Then the question of armanents would also be obviated, because 
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Armaments bring only disasters. Accumlating them damages the econony, 
and putting them to use would destroy Feople on both sides. Therefore, 
only a madman can believe that armaments are the principal means in the. 
life of society. No, they are a forced waste of human energy, spent, mores 
over, on the destruction of man himself, If people do not display wisdon, 
they will eventually reach the point where they will clash, like blind moles, 
and then mitual annihilation will commence, 

Let us therefore display statesmanlike wisdom. I propose: we, for 
our part, will declare thet our ships bound for Cuba are not carrying any 
armaments. You will declare that the United States will not invade Cuba 
with its tropps and will not Support any other forces which might intend to 
invade Cuba. Then the necessity for the Presence of our military specialists 
in Cuba will be obviated, 

Mr, President, I appeal to you to weigh carefully whet ‘the aggressive, 
piratical actions which you have announced the United States intends to 
carry out in international waters would lead to. You yourself know that a 
sensible person simply cannot agree to this, cannot recognize your right 
to such action. 

If you have done this as the first step towards unleashing war--well 
then--evidently nothing remains for us to do but to accept this challenge of 
yours. If you have not lost command of yourself and realize clearly what this 
could lead to, then, Mr. President, you and I should not now pull on the ends 
of the rope in which you have tied a knot of war, because the harder you and 
1 pull, the tighter this knot will become. And a time may come when this 
knot is tied to tight that the person who tied it is no longer capable of 


untying it, and then the knot will have to be cut. What that would mean I 
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need not explain to you, because you yovrself understand perfectly what 
dread forces our two countries possess, 

Therefore, if there is no intention of tightening this knot, thereby 
doorting the world to the catastrophe of thermohuclear war, let us not only 
relax the forces straining on the ends of the rope, let us take measures 
for untying this knot. We are agreeable to this. 

We welcome all forces which take the position of peace, Therefore, I 
both expressed gratitude to Mr. Bertrand Russell, who shows alarm and concern 
for the fate of the world, and readily responded to the appeal of the Acting 
Secretary General of the U.N., U Thant. 

These, Mr. President, are my thoughts, which, if you should agree 
with them, cohld put an end to the tense situation which is disturbing all 
peoples. 

These thoughts are governed by a sincere desire to alleviate the 
Situation and remove the threat of war, 

Respectfully, 
[5] N. Khrushchev 
N. Khrushchev 


October 26, 1962 
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Dear Mr. President: 


I have received your letter of October 25, Fran your letter I 
got the feeling thet you have some understending of the situation which 
hes developed and (some)sense of responsibility. I value this. 


How we have already publicly exchanged our evaluation of the events 
ground Cuba and each of us has set forth his explanation and his under- 
standing of these events. Consequently, I would judge that, apperently, 
8 coritinvation of an exchange of opinions at such a distance, even in the 
form of secret letters, will hardly add enything to that which one side 
hes already said to the other. : 


I think you will understand me correctly if you are really concerned 
about the welfere of the world. Everyone needs peace: both capitalists, 
if they hsve not lost their reason, and, still more, communists, people. 
who know how to value not only their own lives but, more then anything, 
the lives of the peoples. We, communists, are against all wars between 
states in generel and have been defending the cause of peace since we 
came into the world. We heave always regarded war as 8 calamity, and 
not 85 ἃ game nor as a means of the ettairment of definite goals, nor, 
eli the more, as a goal in iteslf. Our goals are cleer, and the means to 
attain them is Isbor. War is our enemy and a calamity for all the peoples, 


It is thus that we, Soviet people, and, together with us, other 
peoples as well, understand the questions of war and pesce, I can, in 
any case, firmly say this for the peoples of the aocialist countries, as 
well as for all progressive people who want peace, happiness, and 
friendship among peoples. . . 

1 see, Mr. President, that you too are not devoid of a sense of 
anxiety for the fete of the world, of understanding, and of whet war 
enteils. Whet would a war give you? You are threatening us with wer. 

But you well know that the very least which you would receive in reply 
wmle be that you would experience the same consequences as those which 
you sent us. And that must be clear to us, people invested with authority, 
trust, and responsibility. We must not succumb to intoxication and petty 
pessions, regardleys of whether elections are impending in this or that 
country, or not impending. These are all transient things, but if 

indeed war should break out, then it would not be in our power to stop 

4t, for such is the logic of war, I have participated in two wars and 
know that war ends when it has rolled through cities and villages, 
everywhat2 sowing death dnd-destructicn, ᾿ | 
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In the name of the Soviet Gorermreat ani che Sovies pecpille, T 
assure you that your conclusions regarding offensive weapons on Cuba 
are groundless. It is apparent fron whet you have written me that our 
conceptions are different on this score, or rather, ve have different 
estimates of these or those military means. indeed, in reality, the 
same foms of weapons cen have different interpretations. 


You are 8 military man and, I hope, will understand me. Let us 
toke for example a simple cannon. What sort of means 16 this: offensive | 
or defensive? A σου is a defensive means if it is set up to defend 
boundaries or a fortified area. But if ons concentrates artillery, and 
adds to it the necessary member of troops, then the game cannons do 
becoze an offensive means, heceuse they prepare and clear the way for 
inf.ntry to atteck. ‘The sane happens with missiie-nmuiclear weapons as ᾿ 
well, with eny type of this wezpon. 


You ere misteken 47 you think that any of our means on Cuba are’ 
offensive. Hovever, let vs not quarrel now. It is apparent that 1 
will not be able to convince you of this. But I esy to you: , you, 
Mr. President, are 6. militery man end showld understand: can one 
attack, 12 one has on one's territory even an enormous quantity of 
missiles of various effective rediuses ani verlous power, but using only 
these means. These missiles are a means of extemsinetion and destruction. 
But one cemot attack with thee missiles, even miclesr miesiies of a 
power of 100 megatons because only people, trocps, can attack. ‘ Withcut 
pecrle, any mans hovever powerful cannot be offensive. 


How can one, conseqventiy, give such a completely incorrect inter- 
pretation as you ete nov giving, to the effect that same sort of mesns on 
Guba, are offensive. ALL the mans located theze, ané I assure you of 
this, have ἃ defensive character, ere on Cuba solely for the purpose 
of defense, and we have sent them to Cube at the request of the Cuban 
Goverment. You, hovever, say thet these ere offensive means. 


Bit, Me. President, do you really seriously think that Cuba can 
avteck the United States and that .even we together with Cuba can attack 
you froa the territory of Cuba? Con you really think that way? How is 
it possible? We do not understend this. Hes something so new appeared. 
in militery strategy thet one can think that it is possibie to attack 
thus. I say precisely attack, and not destroy, aince barbarians, 
peonie uo have lost their sense, destroy. 


T believe thst you have no basis to think this way. You can regard 
us. with dietrust, but, in any case, you can be calm in this regari, that 
we are of gound mind and understend perfectly well that if we attack 
you, you will respond the eame way. But you too will receive the sanc 
that you hux} acainst.us. . Amt. I.thirk tat. you also unferstand this. 

My conversstion with you In Vieni gives te the sight to talk to you 
this wey. ᾿. pe! 


This indicates that we are nomal people, that we correctly 
underatend and correctly evaluate the situation. Consequently, how 
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can we pemit the incorrect actions which you ascribe to us? Only lunatics 
or suicides, who theuselves want te perish and to destroy the whole world 
before they die, could do this. We, however, went to live and do not at 
ali. want to destroy your country. We want saxcthing quite different: 

to compete with your coumcry on 8 peaceful basis. We quarrel with you, we 
nave differences on idealesics] questions. But our view of the world 
consists in this, that idealogical questing, as well as economic 
problems, should be solved nct by militery means, they must be solved 

on the basis of penceful competition, 2.6.; as this is underetool in 
capitaliss sotiety, on the basin of competition. We have proceeded ani 
are procescing ΤΣῸΣ the fact that the peaceful. co-existence of the two 
different scecial-political systans, now existing in the world, is 
necessary, thet it is necessary to assure a stable peace. Tozt is the 
sors of princinle we hold. 


You have now proclaimed piratical measures, vhich vere exployed in 
the Hida@le Ages, vhen ships proceeding in international waters were 
ettocked, end you have calied this “a quarantine" aroumd Cube. Our 
vessels, apparently, will scon eater the zone which your Nevy is 
petrotling. I assure you tuat these vessels, nor Kurd for Cuba, are 
carrying “e most innocent peaceful cargoes. Do you really think that 
wo only occuzy ourselves with the cartisge of so-called offensive 
weapons, ataxic and hydrogen bombs? Although perheps your military people 
imngine that these (cargoes) are sone sort of special type of weayons 
I agsune you thet they are the most ordinary peeceful products. 


Consequently, Kr. President, let us shor good sense. Z assure 
you thes on those ships, which are bound for Cube, there are no veapons 
at all. ‘he wespous which were necessery for the defense of Cube are 
alrassy there. TI do not want to sey thet there were not any suipments 
of weagons εὖ 611. Ro, there were such shipments. But now Cubs has 
already received the necessary means of defense. 


I don't kuer whether you can understand me ani believe me. But I 
ghould like to have you believe iu yourself and te agree that one 
cannot give way to passions; it is necessary to control them. Ami in 
what direction are events now developing? If you stop the vessels, then, 
as you yourself knw, that would be piracy. I? we sterted to do that with 
χεσρτὰ to your ships, then you vould elso be as indignant ao we and the 
whale word are nog, O22 cemot give ancther interpretation to such 
actions, because ane cannot legalize lavlesaness. If this were permitted, 
’ ¢hen there would be no peace, there would also be no peaceful co- 
existence. We should then be forced to put into effect the necessary 
meesures of & defensive character to protect our interests in accordance 
with internetinwl lev. . Wey eborld this be me?, To whet would ald 
this 165. 6Ὡ65ὃΌὃ ΄: ΕΞ ΈΞΞΕΕΕΕ 
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Let us normelize reietions. We have received an appeal from the 
Acting Secretary General of the UN, U Thant, with bis proposals. Σ 
have alresdy answered him. His proposals cam to this, that our side 
should not transport armements of any kind to Cuba during a certain 
period of time, vhalie negotiations are being conducted - and we are 
ready to eater euch negotiations - and the other side should not under- 
take any sort of piratical actions against vessels engaged in mavigation 
om the bish seas. I consider these proposais reesomeble. This vould be 
a way out of the situetion which has been crested, which would give 
the peoples the possibility of breathing calaiy. You have asked vhat 
heppeusd, what evoted tke delivery of weapons to Cuba? You have spoken 
atore this to our Minister of Foreign AMaixa. I will tell you 
frankly, Mr. President, υἱοῦ evaked it. 


We were very grieved by the fect - I spcke about it in Viema - 
thet a landin= took place, that en attack on Cuba was committed, as a 
result of which many Cubans pevished. You yourself told me then that 
this hod been a mistake. 1 respected that explemstion. You reperted 
it to me several times, pointing out that not everyboty occupying δ 
high position wold acimovledge his mistakes as you head dane. I value 
gach frankness. For wy pars, I tela you that we too possess no less 
courage; we aiso acknowledged those mistekez which had been camitte:. 
Gauring the history of our state, and not only ecknowledged, but sherply 
econderne? then. 


I? you are really concamed abows the peace ani welfere of your 
people, ana this is your responsibility as President, as I, as the 
Cusimmn of the Council of Ministers, am concerned for my people. 
Moreover, the preservation of world peace should be our Joint concern, 
since sf, under contexporary conditions, wer ehovld break ort, it vould 
be δ var nos only between the reciprocal claims, but a world wide 
erucl and é@estructive war. 


Way have ve proceeded to assist Cuba with military and econanic aid? 
Tho emwer is: we have procecded to do so only for reasons of humniterianisn. 
At one tine, our people itself had a revolution, when Russia was still ἃ 
backverd country. Wo were attacked then. We were the target of attack 
by many countries. ‘The USA participated in that adventure. ‘This has been 
recorded by particisents in the aggreasion against our country. A while 
bock has been written abcut this by Generel Graves, who, at that timc, 
commended the US expeditionary corps. Graves called it “Tho American 
Adwerture in Siberia". - 


We know hoe difficult it is to secamplish 6 revolution and how 


aiffieult it de to reconstruct a cuumiry. on www foudsiions. We 
sincerely smpetliiie with Cubs ant. the Cuban yowple, tart we are not 
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interfering ἢ questions of domestic structure, we are not interfering 
in their affairs. The Soviet Union desires to help the Cubans build 
their life as they theusel ves wish and that oth rsa shou ἃ not hinder 
them. 


Yo: once said that the United States was not prepa~ins an invasion. 
B~ vor also declared that you sympathized with the Cuban counter- 
revolutionary emirrants, that you support them and would help ther to 
reatize their vlang egainst the present government of Cuba. It is also 
not a secret to anyone that the threat of armed attack, argression, 
hes constantly hung, end continues to hang over Cuba. It was only this 
which impelled "8 to respond to the req-est of the C'ban rovernment to 
furnish it aid for the strengthening of the defensive capacity of this 
covntrr. 


If assurances were riven by the President and the government of 
the Unj’ed States that the USA {891 would not participate in an attack 
on Cubs. and would restrain ‘thers from actions of this sort, if you 
would recell your fleet, this would {mmediately change everything. 

I wa not speaking for Fidel Cestro, but I think that he and the govern- 
ment of Cube, evidently, would declare demobilization and would appeal 
to the people to get down to peaceful labor. Then, too, the question 
of armaments would disappear, since, 4f there is no threat, then 
armemenc2 ars a burden for every people. Then, too, the question of 
the destruction, not only of the ermanents which you call offensive, 
but of all other armaments as well, would look different. 


I spoke in the name of the Soviet government in the United Nations 
‘snd introduced a proposal for the Gisbenement of all ermies and for the 
destruction of all armaments. How then can I now count on these arma- 
ments? Amasments bring only disasters. When one accumuletes them, 
this damages the econemy, end if one puts them to use, then they 
destroy people on both sides. Consequently, only ἃ mad man can believe 
that armements are the principal means in the life of society. No, 
they are sn enforced loss of human energy, and what is more are for the 
destruction of man himself. If people do not show wisdom, then in the 
final enelysis they will come to a clash, like blind moles, and then 
reciprocal extermination will begin. 


Let us therefore show statesmanlike wisdom. I propose: we for 
our pert, will declare tnat our ships, bound for Cuba, will not carry 
any kind of armaments. You would declare that the United States will 
not invade Cuta with ite forces and will not support any sort of forces 
which might intend to carry out an invasion of Cuba. Then the necessity 
for the presence of our military specialists in Cuba would disappear. 
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Mr, President, I appeel ts yeu to veigh well what tho aggressive 
piratical actions, which you have declared the USA intends to carry out 
in international waters, would lead to, You yourself know that any 
sensible man simply cannot agree with this, cannot recognize your right 
fo such actions. 
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If you did this as the first step towards the unleashinr of war, 
well then, it is evident that nothing else is left to us but to accept 
this challenge of yours. If, however, you have not lost your self-~ 
control and sensibly conceive what this might lead to, then, Mr. 
President, we and you ought not now to pull on the ends of the rope in 
which you have tied the knot of war, because the more the two of 
nus pull, the tighter thet knot will be tied. And a moment may come when 
that knot will be tied so tight that even he who tied it will not have 
the strength to untie it, end then it will be necessary to cut that knot, 
and what that would mean is not for me to explain to you, because you 
yourself understand perfectly of what terrible forces our countries 
dispose, 


Conseauently, if there is no intention to tighten that knot and 
thereby to doom the world to the catastrophe of thermonuclear war, then 
let us not only relax the forces pulling on the ends of the rope, 
let us take measures to untie thet knot. We ere ready for this. 


We welcome all forces which stand on positions of peace. 
Consequently, I expressed gratitude to Mr. Bertrand Russell, too, who 
manifests elarm and concern for the fate of the world, and I readily 
responded to the appeal of the Acting Secretary General of the UN, 

U Thant. 


There, Mr. President, are my thoughts, which, if you agreed with 
them, could put an end to that tense situation which is disturbing 
all peoples. 


These thoughts are dictated by a sincere desire to relieve the 
situation, to remove the threat of war. 


Respsctfully yours, 


/s/ N. Khrushchev 
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EMBASSY TRANSLATION FOLLOWS OF LETTER FROM KHRUSHCHEY TO:PR ESIDI 
DELIVERED TO EMBASSY BY MESSENGER 4:43 P.M, MOSCOW TIME, CTOBE! 
26,, UNDER COVER OF LETTER FROM GROMYKO TO ME, 


BEGIN TEXT, 

DEAR MR, PRESIDENT: 
| HAVE RECEIVED YOUR LETTER OF OCTOBER 25, FROM YOUR LETTE 
| GOT THE FEELING THAT YOU HAVE SOME UNDERSTANDING OF. ΤΗΕ .--- 


SITUATION WHICH HAS DEVELOPED AND (SOME) SENSE OF RESPONS 181 Υ 
Ι VALUE THIS, 


NOW WE HAVE ALREADY PUBLICLY EXCHANGED OUR EVALUATIONS OF. THE 2 
EVENTS AROUND CUBA AND EACH OF US HAS SET FORTH HIS EXPLANAT 10 
AND HIS UNDERSTANDING OF THESE EVENTS, CONSEQUENTLY, ] WOULD 
JUDGE THAT, APPARENTLY, A CONTINUATION OF AN EXCHANGE. OFOPINI 
AT SUCH A DISTANCE, EVEN IN THE FORM OF SECRET LETTERS, :: 
WILL HARDLY ADD ANYTHING TO THAT WHICH ONE SIDE HAS ALREADY 
SAID TO THE OTHER, 
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| THINK YOU WILL UNDERSTAND ME CORRECTLY IF YOU ARE REALLY. 

CONCERNED ABOUT THE WELFARE OF THE WORLD, EVERYONE NEEDS | aan: 
PEACE; BOTH CAPITALISTS, IF THEY HAVE NOT LOST THEIR REASON,: 

STILL MORE, COMMUNISTS, PEOPLE WHO KNOW HOW TO VALUE NOT. ONLY. 
THEIR OWN LIVES BUT, MORE THAN ANYTHING, THE LIVES OF THE. ; 
PEOPLES, WE, COMMUNISTS, ARE AGAINST ALL WARS BETWEEN STATES 
IN GENERAL AND HAVE BEEN DEFENDING THE CAUSE OF PEACE SINC! 
WE CAME INTO THE WORLD, WE HAVE ALWAYS REGARDED WAR AS A 
CALAMITY, AND NOT AS A GAME NOR AS A MEANS FOR THE ATTAINMEN 
OF DEFINITE GOALS, NOR, ALL THE MORE, AS A GOAL: IN ITSELF 
OUR GOALS ARE CLEAR, AND THE MEANS τὸ ATTAIN THEM 1S LABOR 
WAR 1S OUR ENEMY AND A CALAMITY FOR ALL THE PEOPLES, ᾿ 


1T 1S THUS THAT WE, SOVIET PEOPLE, AND, TOGETHER WITH US, 
OTHER PEOPLES AS WELL, UNDERSTAND. THE QUESTIONS OF WAR AND: 
PCAGE, | CAN, IN ANY CASE, FIRMLY SAY THIS. FOR THE PEOPLES, 
OF THE SOCIALIST COUNTRIES, AS WELL AS FOR ALL PROGRESSIVE: 
FEOPLE WHO WANT PEACE, HAPPINESS, AND FRIENDSHIP AMONG PEOPLE 


1 SEE, MR, PRESIDENT, THAT YOU TOO ARE NOT [ DEVOID OF A ‘SEN 
OF ANXIETY FOR THE FATE OF THE WORLD, UEGN *UNDERSTANDING 2 
AND OF WHAT WAR ENTAILS, WHAT WOULD A WAR GIVE YOU? YO * ARE 
THREATENING US WITH WAR, BUT YOU WELL KNOW THAT THE VER 
LEAST WHICH YOU WOULD RECEIVE IN REPLY WOULD BE THAT YOU. WO 
EXPERIENCE THE SAME GONSEQUENCES AS THOSE WHICH YOU SENT.,US, 
AND THAT MUST BE CLEAR TO US, PEOPLE INVESTED WITH AUTHORITY; 
TRUST, AND RESPONSIBILITY, we MUST NOT SUCCUMB TO INTOXICATIO 
AND PETTY PASSIONS, REGARDLESS OF WHETHER ELECTIONS ARE 
IMPENDING IN THIS Or THAT COUNTRY, OR NOT IMPENDING, THESE 
ARE ALL TRANSIENT THINGS, BUT IF INDEED WAR SHOULD BREAK. OUT, 
THEN 1Τ WOULD NOT BE IN dur POWER TO STOP IT, FOR SUCH 15: 
THE LOGIC OF WAR, 1 HAVE PARTICIPATED IN TWO "WARS AND KNOW ἡ 
THAT WAR ENDS WHEN IT HAS ROLLED THROUGH CITIES AND VILLAGES, 
EVERYWHERE SOWING DEATH AND DESTRICTION, 
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IN THE NAME OF THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT AND THE SOVIET PEOPLE, 
1 ASSURE YOU THAT YOUR CONCLUSIONS REGARDING OFFENSIVE . 
WEAPONS ON CUBA ARE GROUNDLESS, IT IS APPARENT FROM WHAT: YOU 
HAVE WRITTEN ME THAT OUR CONCEPTIONS ARE DIFFERENT ON THES 
SCORE, OR RATHER, WE HAVE DIFFERENT ESTIMATES OF THESE ὃ 
MILITARY MEANS, TNDEED, IN REALITY, THE SAME FORMS OF: WEAPON 
CAN HAVE DIFFERENT INTERPRETATIONS, 


YOU ARE A MILITARY MAN AND, I HOPE, WILL UNDERSTAND ME. LET 
US TAKE FOR EXAMPLE A SIMPLE CANNON, WHAT SORT OF MEANS 1S: 
THIS; OFFENSIVE OR DEFENSIVE? A CANNON IS A DEFENSIVE MEANS: IF 
iT 1S SET UP TO DEFEND BOUNDARIES OR A FORTIFIED AREA, Βυτ 
IF ONE-CONCENTRATES ARTILLERY, AND ADDS TO IT THE NECESSARY . 
NUMBER OF TROOPS, THEN THE SAME CANNONS DO BECOME AN OF FENS! 
MEANS, BECAUSE THEY PREPARE AND CLEAR THE WAY FOR INFANTRY. 
ΤΟ ATTACK, THE SAME HAPPENS WITH MISSILE-NUCLEAR WEAPONS A 
WELL, WITH ANY TYPE OF THIS WEAPON, 


YOU ARE MISTAKEN IF YOU THINK THAT ANY OF OUR MEANS ON CUB 
ARE OFFENSIVE, HOWEVER, LET US NOT QUARREL NOW, IT 15 APPAREN 
THAT | WILL NOT BE ABLE TO CONVINCE YOU OF THIS, BUT 1 SA 
TO YOU: YOU, MR, PRESIDENT, ARE A MILITARY MAN AND SHOULD 
UNDERSTAND: ’ CAN ONE ATTACK, IF ONE HAS ON ONEtS TERRITORY 
EVEN AN ENORMOUS QUANTITY OF MISSILES OF VARIOUS EFFECTIVE 
RADIUSES AND VARIOUS POWER, BUT USING ONLY THESE MEANS, ©. 
THESE MISSILES ARE A MEANS” OF EXTERMINATION AND DESTRUCTION, °: 
BUT ONE CANNOT ATTACK WITH THESE MISSILES, EVEN NUCLEAR “MISSILE 
OF A POWER OF 100 MEGATONS BECAUSE ONLY PEOPLE, TROOPS, wy 
CAN ATTACK, WITHOUT PEOPLE, ANY MEANS HOWEVER POWERFUL CANNO 
BE OFFENSIVE, 


HOW CAN ONE, CONSEQUENTLY, GIVE SUCH A COMPLETELY INCORREC: 
INTERPRETATION AS YOU ARE * NOW GIVING, TO THE EFFECT THAT SOME. 
SORT OF MEANS ON CUBA ARE OFFENSIVE, ALL THE MEANS LOCATED .THERE, 


AND | ASSURE YOU OF THIS, HAVE A DEFENSIVE CHARACTER,’ ARE 
ON CUBA SOLELY FOR THE PURPOSES OF DEFENSE, AND WE HAVE. SENT 
THEM TO CUBA AT THE REQUEST OF THE CUBAN GOVERNMENT,” YOU 
HOWEVER, SAY THAT THESE ARE OFFENSIVE MEANS, a 
KOHLER 
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BUT, MR, PRESIDENT, DO YOU REALLY SERIOUSLY THINK THAT CUBA CAN 
ATTACK THE UNITED STATES AND THAT EVEN WE TOGETHER WITH CUBA 
CAN ATTACK YOU FROM THE TERRITORY OF CUBA? CAN YOU REALLY THINK 
THAT WAY? HOW IS IT POSSIBLE? WE DO NOT UNDERSTAND THIS, 
HAS SOMETHING SO NEW APPEARED IN MILITARY STRATEGY THAT ONE 
CAN THINK THAT IT IS POSSIBLE TC ATTACK THUS, 1 SAY PRECISELY | 
ATTACK, AND NOT DESTROY, SINCE BARBARIANS, PEOPLE WHO HAVE | 
LOST THEIR SENSE, DESTROY, 


| BELIEVE THAT YOU HAVE NO BASIS TO THINK THIS way, You ᾿ _ 
CAN REGARD US WITH DISTRUST, BUT, IN ANY CASE, YOU CAN BE CALM 
IN THIS REGARD, THAT WE ARE. OF SOUND MIND AND ” UNDERSTAND PERFECT 
WELL THAT IF WE ATTACK YOU, YOU WILL RESPOND THE SAME WAY, *: 
BUT YOU TOO WILL RECEIVE THE SAME THAT YOU HURL AGAINST US, 
AND | THINK THAT YOU ALSO UNDERSTAND THIS, MY CONVERSATION: Wi 
YOU IN VIENNA GIVES ME THE RIGHT TO TALK TO YOU THIS WAY, = = 


THIS INDICATES THAT WE ARE NORMAI. PEOPLE, THAT WE CORRECTLY - 
UNDERSTAND AND CORRECTLY EVALUATE THE SITUATION, CONSEQUENTLY, 
HOW CAN WE PERMIT THE INCORRECT ACTIONS WHICH YOU ASCRIBE TO 
US? ONLY LUNATICS OR SUICIDES, WHO THEMSELVES WANT TO PERISH: 
AND TO DESTROY THE WHOLE WORLD BEFORE THEY DIE, COULD 0 ‘THIS 
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WE, HOWEVER, WANT TO LIVE AND DO NOT AT ALL WANT TO DESTRO 
COUNTRY, We. WANT SOMETHING QUITE DIFFERENT: TO COMPETE WIT 
YOUR COUNTRY ON A PEACEFUL BASIS, WE QUARREL WITH YOU. ἢ 
HAVE DIFFERENCES ON IDEOLOGICAL QUESTIONS, BUT. OUR VI 
WORLD CONSISTS IN THIS, THAT IDEOLOGICAL QUESTIONS, AS WE 
ECONOMIC PROBLEMS, SHOULD BE SOLVED NOT BY MILITARY MEAN ’ 
MUST ΒΕ SOLVED ON THE BASIS OF PEACEFUL COMPETITION, I,E., 
AS THIS 1S UNDERSTOOD IN CAPITALIST SOCIETY, ON THE BASIS. OF 
COMPETITION, WE HAVE PROCEEDED AND ARE PROCEEDING FROM THE =: 
FACT THAT THE PEACEFUL CO-EXISTENCE OF THE TWO DIFFERENT: 
SOCIAL-POLITICAL SYSTEMS, NOW EXISTING IN THE WORLD, IS ." 
NECESSARY, THAT IT IS NECESSARY TO ASSURE A STABLE PEACE, ᾿ 
THAT 1S THE SORT OF PRINCIPLE WE HOLD, 


YOU HAVE NOW PROCLAIMED PIRATICAL MEASURES, WHICH WERE EMPLOYED 
IN THE MIDDLE AGES, WHEN SHIPS PROCEEDING IN INTERNATIONAL : 
WATERS WERE ATTACKED, AND YOU HAVE: CALLED THIS "A QUARANTINE" 
AROUND CUBA, OUR VESSELS, APPARENTLY, WILL SOON ENTER THE: ZON 
WHICH YOURNAVY 1S PATROLLING, | ASSURE YOU THAT THESE VESSELS 
NOW BOUND FOR CUBA, ARE CARRYING THE MOST INNOCENT PEACEFUL ᾿ 
CARGOES, DO YOU REALLY THINK THAT WE ONLY OCCUPY: OURSELVES ἡ 
WITH THE CARRIAGE OF SO-CALLED OFFENSIVE WEAPONS, ATOMIC 
AND HYDROGEN BOMBS? ALTHOUGH PERHAPS YOUR MILITARY PEOPLE IMAG! 
THAT THESE (CARGOES) ARE SOME SORT OF SPECIAL TYPE OF 
WEAPON, 1 ASSURE YOU THAT THEY ARE THE MOST ORDINARY PEACEFUL 
PRODUCTS, ; 


CONSEQUENTLY, MR, PRESIDENT, LET US SHOW GOOD SENSE, | ASSURE 
YOU THAT ON THOSE SHIPS, WHICH ARE BOUND FOR CUBA, THERE ARE NO 
WEAPONS AT ALL, THE WEAPONS WHICH WERE NECESSARY FOR THE . DEFENS 
OF CUBA ARE ALREADY THERE, | DO NOT WANT TO SAY THAT THERE WERE 
NOT ANY SHIPMENTS OF WEAPONS AT ALL, NO, THERE WERE SUCH SHIPME 
BUT NOW CUBA HAS ALREADY RECEIVED THE NECESSARY MEANS OF OEFE iS 


1 DONtT KNOW WHETHER YOU CAN UNDERSTAND ME AND BELIEVE Meg 
BUT | SHOULD LIKE TO HAVE YOU BELIEVE IN YOURSELF AND TO: 
THAT ONE CANNOT GIVE WAY TO PASSIONS; IT 1S NECESSARY TO. 
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THEM, AND IN WHAT DIRECTION ARE EVENTS NOW DEVELOPING?” i 
THE VESSELS, THEN, AS YOU YOURSELF KNOW, THAT WOULD ΒΕ. 
IF WE STARTED TO bo THAT WITH REGARD To” YOUR SHIPS, THE 
WOULD ALSO BE AS INDIGNANT AS WE AND THE WHOLE WORLD: NOW. 
ONE CANNOT GIVE ANOTHER INTERPRETATION TO SUCH ACTIONS, 
ONE CANNOT LEGALIZE LAWLESSNESS, IF THIS WERE PERMITTED, 
THEN THERE WOULD BE NO PEACE, THERE WOULD ALSO BE NO PEACEFU 
COEXISTENCE, WE SHOULD THEN BE FORCED TO PUT INTO EFFECT. “THE 
NECESSARY MEASURES OF A DEFENSIVE CHARACTER TO PROTECT OUR...” 
INTERESTS IN ACCORDANCE WITH INTERNATIONAL LAW, WHY SHOULD. THis 
BE DONE? TO WHAT WOULD ALL THIS LEAD? z 
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SINCERELY SYMPATHIZE WITH CUBA AND THE CUBAN PEOPLE, BU 
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MISTAKES AS YOU HAD DONE, | VALUE SUCH FRANKNESS, FOR My 

PART, 1 TOLD YOU THAT WE TOO POSSESS NO LESS COURAGE; ; ; 
WE ALSO ACKNOWLEDGED THOSE MISTAKES WHICH HAD BEEN COMMITTE 
DURING THE HISTORY OF OUR STATE, AND NOT ONLY ACKNOWLEDGED, 
BUT SHARPLY CONDEMNED THEM, 


IF YOU ARE REALLY CONCERNED ABOUT THE PEACE AND WELFARE OF 
YOUR PEOPLE, AND THIS 15 YOUR RESPONSIBILITY AS PRESIDENT, 
THEN I, AS THE CHAIRMAN CF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS, - 
AM CONCERNED FOR MY PEOPLE, MOREOVER, THE PRESERVATION OF WORD 
PEACE SHOULD BE OUR JOINT CONCERN, SINCE IF, UNDER CONTEMPORARY. 
CONDITIONS, WAR SHOULD BREAK OUT, 1T WOULD δε A WAR NOT ONLY 
BETWEEN THE RECIPROCAL CLAIMS, BUT A WORLD WIDE CRUEL AND | ; 
DESTRUCTIVE WAR, 

WHY HAVE WE PROCEEDED TO ASSIST CUBA WITH MILITARY AND 
ECONOMIC AID? THE ANSWER IS: WE HAVE PROCEEDED TO 00 50 ONLY; 
FOR REASONS OF HUMANITARIANISM, AT ONE TIME, OUR PEOPLE ITSELF: 
HAD A REVOLUTION, WHEN RUSSIA WAS STILL A BACKWARD COUNTRY , ἢ: 
WE WERE ATTACKED THEN, WE WERE THE TARGET OF ATTACK. BY, MAN 
COUNTRIES, THE USA PARTICIPATED IN THAT ADVENTURE, THIS-HA 
BEEN RECORDED BY PARTICIPANTS IN THE AGGRESSION AGAINST“O 
COUNTRY, A WHOLE BOOK HAS BEEN WRITTEN ABOUT THIS BY. GENERAL 
GRAVES, WHO, AT THAT TIME, COMMANDED THE US EXPEDITIONAR' 
CORPS, "GRAVES CALLED IT OTHE ‘AMER I CAN ADVENTURE IN SIBER! 


WE KNOW HOW DIFFICULT 1T 1S TO ACCOMPLISH A REVOLUTION AND, HC 
FICULT IT 1S TO RECONSTRUCT A COUNTRY ON NEW FOUNDATION 


INTERFERING IN QUESTIONS OF DOMESTIC STRUCTURE, WE: ARE 
NOT INTERFERING IN THEIR AFFAIRS, THE SOVIET UNION DESI 
TO HELP THE CUBANS BUILD THEIR LIFE AS THEY: THEMSELVES | WIS 
AND THAT OTHERS SHOULD NOT HINDER THEM, 


YOU ONCE SAID THAT THE UNITED STATES WAS NOT PREPARING. Al 
INVASION, BUT YOU ALSO DECLARED THAT YOU SYMPATHIZED WITI 


/ 
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THE CUBAN COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY EMIGRANTS, THAT YOU SUPPORT 
THEM AND WOULD HELP THEM TO REALIZE THEIR PLANS, AGAINST.: THE 
PRESENT GOVERNMENT OF CUBA, IT 1S ALSO NOT A SECRET Το ANY NE 
THAT THE THREAT OF ARMED ATTACK, AGGRESSION, HAS CONSTANTLY. 
‘HUNG, AND CONTINUES TO KANG OVER CUBA, IT WAS ONLY THIS: WHICH 
-|MPELLED US TO RESPOND TO THE REQUEST OF THE CUBAN GOVERNMENT 
TO FURNISH !T AID FOR THE STRENGTHENING OF THE DEFENS! VE: CAPA 
OF THIS COUNTRY, 


OF THE UNITED STATES THAT THE USA ITSELF WOULD NOT PARTICIP/ 
IN AN ATTACK ON CUBA AND WOULD RESTRAIN OTHERS FROM ACT} 
OF THIS SORT, IF YOU WOULD RECALL YOUR FLEET, THIS WOULD 
0) IMMEDIATELY CHANGE EVERYTHING, | AM NOT SPEAKING FOR FIDEL 
CASTRO, BUT | THINK THAT HE AND THE GOVERNMENT OF CUBA, :: 
EVIDENTLY, WOULD DECLARE DEMOBILIZATION AND WOULD APPEAL’ TC 
THE PEOPLE TO GET DOWN TO PEACEFUL LABOR, THEN, TOO, THE.» 
QUESTION OF ARMAMENTS WOULD DISAPPEAR, SINCE, IF THERE | 
THREAT, THEN ARMAMENTS ARE A BURDEN FOR EVERY PEOPLE, . THEN, : : 
TOO, THE QUESTION OF THE DESTRUCTION, NOT ONLY OF THE: “ARMAM 
WHICH YOU CALL OFFENSIVE, BUT OF ALL OTHER ARMAMENTS ἃ 
WELL, WOULD LOOK DIFFERENT, 


| SPOKE IN THE NAME OF THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT IN THE UNITED! 
NATIONS AND INTRODUCED A PROPOSAL FOR THE DISBANDMENT OF."ALL 
ARMIES AND FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF ALL ARMAMENTS 5 HOW ΤΗΕΝ (ΘΑ 
| NOW COUNT ON THOSE ARMAMENTS? 
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a ARMAMENTS BRING ONLY DISASTERS, WHEN ONE ACCUMULATES THEM, 
; THIS DAMAGES THE ECONOMY, AND IF ONE PUTS THEM TO USE, 
THEN THEY DESTROY PEOPLE ON BOTH SIDES, CONSEQUENTLY, "ONLY. 
I ΠΑ MADMAN CAN BELIEVE THAT ARMAMENTS ARE THE PRINCIPAL MEANS 
ἘΣ IN THE LIFE OF SOCIETY, NO, THEY ARE AN ENFORCED LOSS ΟΕ.: 
| HUMAN ENERGY, AND WHAT 1S MORE ARE FOR THE’ DESTRUCTION: OF. MA 
ιν HIMSELF, IF PEOPLE DO NOT SHOW WISDOM, THEN IN THE FINAL 
f ANALYSIS THEY WILL COME TO A CLASH, LIKE BLIND MOLES, |". 
i AND THEN RECIPROCAL EXTERMINATION WILL BEGIN, 


᾿ LET US. THEREFORE SHOW STATESMANLIKE WISDOM, 1 PROPOSE: “WE 
\ FOR OUR PART, WILL DECLARE THAT OUR SHIPS, BOUND FOR CUBA 

* WILL NOT CARRY ANY KIND OF ARMAMENTS, YOU * WOULD DECLA Ε.: 
@) THE UNITED STATES WILL NOT INVADE CUBA WITH ITS FORCES: 


OF OUR MILITARY SPECIALISTS IN CUBA WOULD DISAPPEAR, 


ve 


MR, PRESIDENT, | APPEAL TO YOU TO WEIGH WELL WHAT THE AG RESSI 
PIRATICAL ACTIONS, WHICH YOU HAVE DECLARED THE USA INTENDS». 
TO CARRY OUT IN INTERNATIONAL WATERS, WOULD LEAD TO, . 
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KNOW THAT ANY SENSIBLE MAN SIMPLY CANNOT AGREE WITH THIS, 
CANNOT RECOGNIZE YOUR RIGHT TO SUCH ACTIONS, : 


IF YOU DID THIS AS THE FIRST STEP TOWARDS THE UNLEASHING ΟΕ: ἢ 
WAR, WELL THEN, IT 1S EVIDENT THAT NOTHING ELSE 1S LEFT TO US 
BUT TO ACCEPT THIS CHALLENGE OF YOURS, IF, HOWEVER, YOU HAVE | 
NOT LOST YOUR SELF-CONTROL AND SENSIBLY CONCEIVE WHAT THIS 
MIGHT LEAD TO, THEN, MR, PRESIDENT, WE AND YOU AUGHT NOT __ 
NOW TO PULL ON THE ENDS OF THE ROPE IN WHICH YOU HAVE TIED: 
THE KNOT OF WAR, BECAUSE THE MORE THE TWO OF US PULL, THE. 
TIGHTER THAT KNOT WILL BE TIED, AND A MOMENT MAY COME WHEN 
THAT KNOT WILL BE TIED SO TIGHT THAT EVEN HE WHO TIED. 
IT WILL NOT HAVE THE STRENGTH TO UNTIE IT, AND THEN IT WILL- 
BE NECESSARY TO CUT THAT KNOT, AND WHAT THAT WOULD MEAN 5. 
NOT FOR ΜΕ΄ ΤΟ EXPLAIN TO YOU, BECAUSE YOU YOURSELF UNDERSTAND 
PERFECTLY OF WHAT TERRIBLE FORCES OUR COUNTRIES DISPOSE, °° 


CONSEQUENTLY, IF THERE 15 NO INTENTION TO TIGHTEN THAT KNOT AND” 
THEREBY TO DOOM THE WORLD TO THE CATASTROPHE OF THERMONUCLEAR «ΝΑΙ 
THEN LET US NOT ONLY RELAX THE FORCES PULLING ON THE ENDS OF .THE 


ROPE, LET US TAKE MEASURES TO UNTIE THAT KNOT, WE ARE READY 
FOR THIS, "" 


WE WELCOME ALL FORCES WHICH STAND ON POSITIONS OF PEACE, 
CONSEQUENTLY, | EXPRESSED GRATITUDE TO MR, BERTRAND RUSSELL, 
TOO, WHO MANIFESTS ALARM AND CONCERN FOR THE FATE OF THE WORLD; 
AND | READILY RESPONDED TO THE APPEAL OF THE ACTING SECRETARY 
GENERAL OF THE UN, U THANT, ΝΞ an 


THERE, MR, PRESIDENT, ARE MY THOUGHTS, WHICH, IF YOU AGREED: 
WITH THEM, COULD PUT AN END TO THAT TENSE SITUATION WHICH 15 
DISTURBING ALL PEOPLES, τ ἡ ἐῇ 


THESE THOUGHTS ARE DICTATED BY A SINCERE DESIRE TO RELIEVE Τ 
SITUATION, TO REMOVE THE THREAT OF WAR, | 
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RESPECTFULLY YOURS, 


/3/ N KHRUSHCHEV 
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